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Mark-Up Characterized by Transparency and Bipartisan Cooperation

Washington D.C. - Today, on a bipartisan vote of 13 to 5, the Senate Judiciary Committee voted to
pass Senate Bill 744, the Border Security, Economic Opportunity, and Immigration Modernization Act 
[1], out of the committe and on to the Senate floor for a full vote in the coming days. The Senate
committee mark-up spanned three weeks and covered many of the 300 amendments offered on
every aspect of the bill. The resulting legislation represents a concerted effort to find a workable and
fair immigration policy that makes our nation stronger. 

The following is a statement by Benjamin Johnson, Executive Director of the American
Immigration Council: 

“We congratulate Senator Leahy and the entire Senate Judiciary Committee on the spirit of
deliberation, collaboration, and transparency that marked the process. Many amendments added
during the mark-up will strengthen the bill in the areas of high-skilled immigration, protections for
vulnerable groups and due process. However, other amendments, like those attempting to deny
citizenship, may have been driven more by rhetoric than reality. In addition, not providing some
relief to siblings who face extreme hardships because of their separation and not ending the
discrimination against same sex couples legally married in the United States is short-sighted and bad
policy. Yet despite these high costs, the overall bill coming out of committee now gives the Senate
an important and rare opportunity to complete the task we have been working on for years—passage
of a comprehensive immigration reform bill that finally moves us to our goal of fixing our broken
immigration system.

 ###

For more information contact, Wendy Feliz at wfeliz@immcouncil.org [2] or 202-507-7524.

View Release [3]  
  
   
 
Source URL: 
http://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/newsroom/release/senate-judiciary-committee-votes-pas
s-immigration-bill-full-senate

Links:
[1]
http://wfc2.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&amp;c=QyTUmLbuaXT1dRalMnnIYlFD3C7C1KsZ
[2] mailto:wfeliz@immcouncil.org
[3] http://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/

© Copyright • American Immigration Council • All Rights Reserved | Contact Us
Page 1 of 1

http://wfc2.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=QyTUmLbuaXT1dRalMnnIYlFD3C7C1KsZ
mailto:wfeliz@immcouncil.org
http://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/
http://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/newsroom/release/senate-judiciary-committee-votes-pass-immigration-bill-full-senate
http://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/newsroom/release/senate-judiciary-committee-votes-pass-immigration-bill-full-senate
http://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/contact

