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Systematic Alien Verification for 
Entitlements (SAVE): An Overview 

T he Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements 
(SAVE) program is an online electronic 
system operated by U.S. Citizenship and 

Immigration Services (USCIS) which aims to provide 
immigration status information to federal, state, and 
local government agencies seeking to determine an 
individual’s eligibility for public benefits. SAVE is not 
itself a database of citizenship and immigration status, 
but rather a tool used to query various other federal 
databases to determine a person’s immigration status. 
SAVE provides generally accurate results, but because 
the federal databases which it queries may themselves 
contain inaccurate or outdated information, SAVE is 
not a foolproof mechanism for determining a person’s 
immigration status.  

In 2025, the Trump administration announced an 
“overhaul” of SAVE: the administration integrated Social 
Security Administration (SSA) and passport databases 
into the program as part of a broader effort to push 
state agencies that manage elections to use the system 
to verify prospective voters’ immigration status and 
eligibility to vote.1 Experts have expressed concern 
with the system’s drastic expansion, particularly over 
integrating sensitive databases designed and intended 
for other purposes into one centralized repository. 

This fact sheet explains SAVE, the process through 
which it verifies an individual’s immigration status, and 
some of the concerns associated with its operation and 
recent expansion. 

Background
In 1986, Congress determined that employment of 
undocumented immigrants acted as a “significant 
magnet” for irregular migration to the United States.2 
As such, Congress passed the Immigration Reform and 
Control Act (IRCA) in 1986,3 which introduced civil 
and criminal penalties to employers who knowingly 
hired undocumented immigrants or those without 
proper work authorization and prohibited agencies 
from granting immigrants without work authorization 
specified federal public benefits.4 IRCA required 
noncitizen benefit applicants to show proof of lawful 
immigration status at the time of application and 
directed the former Immigration and Naturalization 
Service (INS) to establish a nationwide, automated 
electronic system for verifying an individual’s 
immigration status.5

To comply with the Congressional mandate, the INS 
established SAVE in 1987 to allow agencies to verify the 
status of immigrants, non-immigrants, and naturalized 
citizens applying for certain publicly-funded benefits.6  

Over time, subsequent legislation has modified and 
expanded the role of SAVE in the immigration status 
verification process. 

What is the SAVE Program? 
SAVE is an online tool that allows agencies that grant 
government benefits (such as Medicaid, food stamps, 
cash assistance programs, etc.)7 or licenses (such as 



driver‘s licenses, identification cards, professional 
licenses, occupational licenses, etc.)8 to noncitizens 
to verify a noncitizen’s citizenship and immigration 
status. SAVE is not a database,9 nor does it contain a 
comprehensive record of U.S. citizens (the United States 
government does not maintain such a database). It also 
does not determine an applicant’s eligibility for benefits 
or licenses.10

Rather, SAVE is a querying tool registered agencies can 
use to gather information from various government 
databases to verify an individual’s immigration status. 
After acquiring the necessary information, the agency 
(not SAVE) determines the noncitizen’s eligibility for 
certain benefits.11

Why Did the Trump Administration 
“Overhaul” the SAVE Program?
One of President Trump’s campaign promises was 
to combat alleged election fraud. On March 25, 2025, 
President Trump issued Executive Order 14248 

“Preserving and Protecting the Integrity of American 
Elections” to “safeguard American elections” and 

“guard against dilution by illegal voting, discrimination, 
fraud, and other forms of malfeasance and error.”12 

USCIS thereafter began its overhaul of SAVE to 
transform it into a single, comprehensive source “to help 
verify U.S. citizenship and prevent aliens from voting in 
American elections.”13 USCIS announced the following 
changes:

April 22, 2025: The Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS) and the former Department of Government 
Efficiency (DOGE) announced a “comprehensive 
optimization” of the SAVE database to ensure a 

“single, reliable source for verifying noncitizen status 
nationwide.”14 Prior to the overhaul, in Fiscal Year 2025, 
non-federal agencies had to pay $1.50 per query,15 but 
the optimization eliminated all fees for non-federal 
agencies; allowed agencies to perform bulk searches 
instead of individual ones; and integrated criminal 
records, immigration timelines, and addresses into the 
system.
May 22, 2025: USCIS deployed the updated SAVE 
Program. In partnership with the SSA, state and local 

authorities can now input Social Security Numbers 
(SSNs) into SAVE to help verify immigration status.16

October 31, 2025: USCIS linked SAVE with the 
Department of State’s passport database, driver's 
license databases, and information from the SSA so that 
agencies can look people up with a passport number, 
driver’s license number, and other SSA information.17  
With the recent May and October updates, SAVE now 
includes U.S. citizens, including citizens by birth, who 
have never interacted with the immigration system.18

Who Uses SAVE?
SAVE provides immigration status verification services 
to nearly 4,000 agencies.19 A government agency is 
eligible to use SAVE if it is a federal, state, or local 
benefit-granting agency that is authorized by law to 
engage in any such activity or provide a benefit for which 
immigration status verification is required. In May 2025, 
USCIS expanded SAVE to permit state voting agencies 
(such as the Secretary of State, Supervisor of Elections, 
and County Supervisor of Elections20) to submit queries 
to determine an individual’s eligibility to vote. As of 
March 2026, over 70 voting agencies across at least 24 
states use SAVE.21 

Private companies or individuals cannot verify 
immigration status through SAVE except for private 
airport operators authorized under the Federal Aviation 
Act.22 

Before an agency can use SAVE, it must first register 
with USCIS. If the agency meets the eligibility criteria 
to participate in SAVE, the agency is required to execute 
a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA)23 with USCIS 
that outlines the purpose of and responsibilities for 
participation in the program.24

Where Does SAVE Draw its 
Information From?
The Verification Information System (VIS) database 
is the underlying central information technology that 
supports the SAVE program. This is a composite system 
with over 100 million records 25 that draws on various 
DHS and SSA databases.26
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As of March 2026, VIS draws on the following databases 
to verify status:

USCIS Systems:27

•	 Central Index System

•	 Electronic Immigration System

•	 Computer Linked Application Information 
Management System 3 (CLAIMS 3)

•	 Enterprise Citizenship and Immigration Services 
Centralized Operational Repository

•	 GLOBAL (case-tracking system)

•	 RAILS (records-tracking system)

•	 Customer Profile Management System

•	 Salesforce Customer Relationship Management 
Customer Relationship Management

Department of Homeland Security Systems:28

•	 DHS OneNet

•	 DHS Student and Exchange Visitor Program (SEVP)

•	 ICE Enforcement Integrated Database

•	 CBP Arrival and Departure Information System

•	 Transportation Security Administration (TSA) Office 
of Intelligence and Analysis (OIA) Technology 
Infrastructure Modernization Program (TIM)

Other Federal Agency Systems:29

•	 U.S. Military Entrance Processing Command 
Integrated Resource System

•	 U.S. Department of Education Federal Student Aid 
Central Processing System

•	 U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

•	 SSA Numerical Identity Files (Numident) System

•	 U.S. Department of Justice Executive Office for 
Immigration’s Immigration Review Information 
Exchange System

•	 U.S. Department of State Consular Consolidated 
Database

•	 U.S. Department of State American Citizen Record 
Query System

How Does the SAVE Verification 
Process Work? 
A SAVE check can take up to three steps to complete. 

Initial Verification:

The first step is the initial verification, which is an 
automated search of several DHS databases for records 
that match the information submitted by the benefits 
or election agency.30 Agencies can search names 
individually or in bulk.31 To run a search on immigration 
status, the agency needs a first name, last name and date 
of birth; the benefit or license requested; and a unique 
numeric identifier.32

The system provides an automated response with the 
applicant’s current immigration status or prompts the 
agency to institute additional verification.33 In over 85 
percent of cases, SAVE returns an automated response 
34as an “Eligibility Statement” message which indicates 
whether agency records can confirm the individual is a 
U.S. Citizen or a noncitizen. If they are a noncitizen, the 
response indicates their immigration status and whether 
they are authorized to work.35  When a SAVE case is 
created using the benefit applicant’s name, date of birth, 
and SSN, the initial verification will now provide one of 
the following responses:36

•	 United States Citizen (per SSA Record);

•	 United States National;

•	 Immigration Enumerator Required — Resubmit with 
Additional Information;

•	 No Record Found with SSA — Resubmit with 
Additional Information;
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•	 Unable to Return Record from SSA — Resubmit with 
Additional Information;

•	 Full SSN Required — Resubmit with Additional 
Information; or

•	 Deceased (per SSA Record).

Additional Verification:

If SAVE cannot provide a response after initial 
verification, the user agency may be instructed to 
submit the case for additional (manual) verification, or 
create a new SAVE case with corrected or additional 
information.37 Additional verification response times 
take approximately 14 federal workdays.38 CaseCheck, 
an online tool on USCIS’s website, allows applicants to 
check the status of their verification case.39 

Third-Step Verification:

In instances where the electronic process is unable to 
verify the individual’s status, the agency must submit 
photocopies of the applicant’s relevant immigration 
documents using the Scan and Upload function in the 
SAVE system. Agencies should receive a response within 
three to five federal working days.40

Is SAVE Monitored to Ensure that it 
Contains Accurate Information? 
In  2017, USCIS claimed to conduct monthly checks 
to help ensure that SAVE is accurately reporting 
information contained in its source systems.41 USCIS 
has not reported any recent statistics, but in 2017, USCIS 
claimed that SAVE status verifiers who conducted 
research during the additional verification process 
accurately reported the individual’s status 99 percent of 
the time.42 

If an agency believes the initial response was incorrect 
or incomplete, they can escalate a case for additional 
verification after receiving an initial response. Escalating 
to additional verification allows SAVE to conduct a 
manual search of the relevant databases.43

Individuals may also request access to the information 
USCIS maintains by submitting a Freedom of 

Information Act (FOIA) request and providing their 
Alien Registration Number and/or full name, date, and 
place of birth, and return address.44 USCIS will compare 
the documents with the information in the program 
and cross-reference other USCIS VIS databases. If 
USCIS confirms the information is incorrect, the SAVE 
program will contact the appropriate system owner 
recommending that the data be corrected.45

Privacy Protections Under SAVE
What Privacy Protections Exist?

Agencies using SAVE are responsible for ensuring 
that individuals’ personal information is used in a 
nondiscriminatory way and only for the purposes 
outlined in the MOA. All users are required to comply 
with the Privacy Act and must implement the following 
safeguards:

•	 allow only authorized users to access SAVE; 

•	 secure access to SAVE by requiring account names 
and encrypting passwords when making database 
connections;46

•	 ensure any potential breaches of information are 
reported within one hour of being found;47 

•	 each registered agency provides notice to 
individuals within their jurisdiction of their use of 
information and sharing with USCIS;48

•	 use and distribute personal information only for 
official purposes on a need-to-know basis;49 

•	 maintain accurate information and correct 
inaccurate or erroneous information by providing 
individuals with the opportunity to submit written 
requests to contest or amend their information;50

•	 require users to complete a web-based training 
course that explains functionality and security 
requirements;51

•	 staff who administer SAVE must take special, role-
based training;52
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What Privacy Protections DO NOT Exist?

While USCIS takes measures to protect personally 
identifiable information, it has also stated that it cannot 
mitigate, or can only partially mitigate, certain privacy 
risks:

•	 USCIS partially mitigates the risk that U.S. citizens, 
including natural born citizens, have not been 
provided notice that SAVE collects and maintains 
their information for citizenship and immigration 
status by asking each registered agency to provide 
notice to individuals;53

•	 U.S. citizens do not have the opportunity to 
participate or consent in how USCIS uses their 
information.54

How are Agencies Monitored 
to Ensure They Are Using SAVE 
Appropriately? 
Under the MOA that user agencies sign with USCIS, 
SAVE’s Monitoring & Compliance (M&C) Branch is 
authorized to:55

•	 monitor and review all SAVE system usage patterns, 
training records, user access, and other relevant 
data; 

•	 conduct site visits and desk audits to review 
compliance; and 

•	 take corrective measures in a timely manner to 
address all lawful requirements.

Despite the existence of the M&C Branch, many state 
and local agencies do not always complete the required 
additional verification steps, as described below.

Are There Any Concerns Regarding 
the Recent Updates to SAVE? 
While the Trump administration touts the use of SAVE 
as a boost for election integrity, thousands of individuals 
have expressed concern with the program’s recent 
expansion. When changes were announced, USCIS 
received over 9,300 comments56 before the December 1, 

2025, comment deadline regarding the recent overhaul — 
approximately 98 percent57 opposed the expansion.

SAVE Was Not Created for Election-Integrity 
Purposes:

A main point of contention among concerned parties is 
that SAVE was not built for election-integrity purposes. 
Experts have identified numerous flaws in SAVE’s 
querying system. The most recent System of Records 
Notice and Privacy Impact Assessment state that 
agencies must use an individual's first and last name, 
date of birth, and at least one enumerator — which now 
includes the last four digits of the SSN when querying 
the system.58 

Because multiple people can share the same last four 
digits of a Social Security number and/or birth date, 
experts remain concerned about creating massive false-
match risks.59 Additionally, news reports have already 
identified naturalized citizens flagged as  “potential 
noncitizens.”60 

False-positives when querying individuals through 
SAVE has been a longstanding issue. In 2012, despite 
the Department of Justice’s Civil Rights Divisions 
concerns,61 DHS entered into an agreement with the 
Florida Department of State to use the SAVE system to 
verify the citizenship status of registered voters claiming 
SAVE is the most accurate and comprehensive resource 
available to verify the status of potential noncitizens on 
Florida's voter rolls.62 But shortly after implementation, 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit held 
the use of SAVE to purge voter lists illegal, due to the 
significant number of false positive the querying system 
produced.63 

While statistics on SAVE’s accuracy are not available as 
of March 2026, following the Trump administration’s 
expansion of SAVE, local officials across the country 
have reported at least 87 individuals across 29 
counties were incorrectly flagged in SAVE as potential 
noncitizens.64 County election administrators suspect 
there may be more.65

Furthermore, USCIS created SAVE for agencies to 
determine an individual’s immigration status and 
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SSA alleges that their agency is not responsible for 
making citizenship determinations — individuals merely 
report their citizenship status to the agency when they 
apply for a Social Security number (SSN). On one hand, 
SSA only began to consistently maintain citizenship 
in 1981. On the other, SSA does not have citizenship 
information for all individuals who have been issued a 
SSN. Furthermore, an individual is under no obligation 
to report to SSA a change in their immigration status 
unless they are receiving social security. 71 As such, the 
information SSA holds may not be fully accurate.

Furthermore, the personal information being 
consolidated is extraordinarily sensitive as it includes 
millions of SSNs, biometric data, tax information, 
wage and employment records, medical and disability 
records, and more. Critics call the vast consolidation 
of personally identifiable information  a “data lake” a 

“bullseye” for hackers to target what was until recently, 
the most closely protected — personally identifiable 
info.72

eligibility for certain public benefits, not election 
purposes. There are over 10,000 state, county and local 
election offices,66 each of which may adopt different 
election procedures.67 The high variability in election 
rules across states, counties, and municipalities has 
sparked concern that the use of SAVE cannot be 
implemented in a uniform manner.68

The Trump Administration is Linking Databases 
in Unprecedented Ways:

Many organizations have expressed broader concerns 
with the Trump administration’s  efforts to combine and 
link different government datasets in unprecedented 
ways.69 SAVE has expanded from a tool solely granted to 
benefit-granting agencies to determine an immigrant’s 
status when applying for public benefits, to what experts 
have deemed as “effectively an amalgamated database 
that can research hundreds of thousands of voters at 
once.”70 

Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements (SAVE): An Overview | American Immigration Council | April 2026

5



1	 U.S. Department of Homeland Security, “DHS, USCIS, 
DOGE Overhaul Systematic Alien Verification for 
Entitlements Database,” Last updated April 22, 
2025, https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/04/22/dhs-
uscis-doge-overhaul-systematic-alien-verification-
entitlements-database. 

2	 U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services Policy Manual, 
“Chapter 1 - Purpose and Background,” February 3, 2026, 
https://www.uscis.gov/policy-manual/volume-10-part-a-
chapter-1.

3	 Ibid.

4	 Library of Congress, “A Latinx Resource Guide: Civil 
Rights Cases and Events in the United States - 1986: 
Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986,” Last 
accessed December 18, 2025, https://guides.loc.gov/
latinx-civil-rights/irca. 

5	 U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, “Above SAVE 
History,” October 6, 2025, https://www.uscis.gov/save/
about-save/save-governing-laws.

6	 U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, “The 
Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements (SAVE) 
Program Frequently asked Questions,” Last Accessed 
December 18, 2025, https://www.uscis.gov/sites/
default/files/document/questions-and-answers/SAVE_
Fact_Sheet%202010.pdf. 

7	 U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, “SAVE 
Training For Benefit Applicants,” August 4, 2025, 3:45, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UX5lzaecUF4. 

8	 U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, “About SAVE,” 
Last Updated October 7, 2025, https://www.uscis.gov/
save/about-save/about-save. 

9	 U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, “SAVE 
Training For Benefit Applicants,” August 4, 2025, 1:51, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UX5lzaecUF4. 

10	 U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, “Guide to 
Understanding SAVE Verification Responses,” April 2022, 
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/
guides/SAVE-Guide%20to%20Understanding%20
SAVE%20Verification%20Responses.pdf. 

11	 U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, “SAVE 
Training For Benefit Applicants,” August 4, 2025, 3:15, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UX5lzaecUF4. 

12	 White House, “Preserving and Protecting the Integrity 
of American Elections,” March 25, 2025, https://
www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/
preserving-and-protecting-the-integrity-of-american-
elections/. 

13	 U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, “USCIS 
Deploys Common Sense Tools to Verify Voters,” May 22, 
2025, https://www.uscis.gov/newsroom/news-releases/
uscis-deploys-common-sense-tools-to-verify-voters. 

14	 U.S. Department of Homeland Security, “DHS, USCIS, 
DOGE Overhaul Systematic Alien Verification for 
Entitlements Database,” April 22, 2025, https://www.
dhs.gov/news/2025/04/22/dhs-uscis-doge-overhaul-
systematic-alien-verification-entitlements-database. 

15	 U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, “Transaction 
Charges,” last updated April 29, 2025, https://www.uscis.
gov/save/about-save/transaction-charges. 

16	 Social Security Administration, “LETTER AGREEMENT 
PROVIDING FOR INFORMATION SHARING BETWEEN 
THE DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY (DHS), U.S. 
CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION SERVICES (USCIS) 
AND THE SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION (SSA) 
REGARDING CITIZENSHIP,” May 15, 2025, https://www.
ssa.gov/foia/resources/proactivedisclosure/2025/
May%2015,%202025%20SSA-DHS-USCIS%20Agreement_
Redacted.pdf. 

17	 Federal Register, “Privacy Act of 1974; System of 
Records,” October 31, 2025, https://www.federalregister.
gov/documents/2025/10/31/2025-19735/privacy-act-of-
1974-system-of-records. 

ENDNOTES

Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements (SAVE): An Overview | American Immigration Council | April 2026

6

https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/04/22/dhs-uscis-doge-overhaul-systematic-alien-verification-entitlements-database
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/04/22/dhs-uscis-doge-overhaul-systematic-alien-verification-entitlements-database
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/04/22/dhs-uscis-doge-overhaul-systematic-alien-verification-entitlements-database
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/04/22/dhs-uscis-doge-overhaul-systematic-alien-verification-entitlements-database
https://www.uscis.gov/policy-manual/volume-10-part-a-chapter-1
https://www.uscis.gov/policy-manual/volume-10-part-a-chapter-1
https://guides.loc.gov/latinx-civil-rights/irca
https://guides.loc.gov/latinx-civil-rights/irca
https://www.uscis.gov/save/about-save/save-governing-laws
https://www.uscis.gov/save/about-save/save-governing-laws
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/questions-and-answers/SAVE_Fact_Sheet%202010.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/questions-and-answers/SAVE_Fact_Sheet%202010.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/questions-and-answers/SAVE_Fact_Sheet%202010.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/questions-and-answers/SAVE_Fact_Sheet%202010.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UX5lzaecUF4
https://www.uscis.gov/save/about-save/about-save
https://www.uscis.gov/save/about-save/about-save
https://www.uscis.gov/save/about-save/about-save
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UX5lzaecUF4
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/guides/SAVE-Guide%20to%20Understanding%20SAVE%20Verification%20Responses.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/guides/SAVE-Guide%20to%20Understanding%20SAVE%20Verification%20Responses.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/guides/SAVE-Guide%20to%20Understanding%20SAVE%20Verification%20Responses.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UX5lzaecUF4
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/preserving-and-protecting-the-integrity-of-american-elections/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/preserving-and-protecting-the-integrity-of-american-elections/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/preserving-and-protecting-the-integrity-of-american-elections/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/preserving-and-protecting-the-integrity-of-american-elections/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/preserving-and-protecting-the-integrity-of-american-elections/
https://www.uscis.gov/newsroom/news-releases/uscis-deploys-common-sense-tools-to-verify-voters
https://www.uscis.gov/newsroom/news-releases/uscis-deploys-common-sense-tools-to-verify-voters
https://www.uscis.gov/newsroom/news-releases/uscis-deploys-common-sense-tools-to-verify-voters
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/04/22/dhs-uscis-doge-overhaul-systematic-alien-verification-entitlements-database
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/04/22/dhs-uscis-doge-overhaul-systematic-alien-verification-entitlements-database
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/04/22/dhs-uscis-doge-overhaul-systematic-alien-verification-entitlements-database
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/04/22/dhs-uscis-doge-overhaul-systematic-alien-verification-entitlements-database
https://www.uscis.gov/save/about-save/transaction-charges
https://www.uscis.gov/save/about-save/transaction-charges
https://www.ssa.gov/foia/resources/proactivedisclosure/2025/May%2015,%202025%20SSA-DHS-USCIS%20Agreement_Redacted.pdf
https://www.ssa.gov/foia/resources/proactivedisclosure/2025/May%2015,%202025%20SSA-DHS-USCIS%20Agreement_Redacted.pdf
https://www.ssa.gov/foia/resources/proactivedisclosure/2025/May%2015,%202025%20SSA-DHS-USCIS%20Agreement_Redacted.pdf
https://www.ssa.gov/foia/resources/proactivedisclosure/2025/May%2015,%202025%20SSA-DHS-USCIS%20Agreement_Redacted.pdf
https://www.ssa.gov/foia/resources/proactivedisclosure/2025/May%2015,%202025%20SSA-DHS-USCIS%20Agreement_Redacted.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/10/31/2025-19735/privacy-act-of-1974-system-of-records
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/10/31/2025-19735/privacy-act-of-1974-system-of-records
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/10/31/2025-19735/privacy-act-of-1974-system-of-records


18	 U.S. Department of Homeland Security, “Privacy Impact 
Assessment for the Systematic Alien Verification for 
Entitlements ‘SAVE’ Program,” October 31, 2025, page 
21, https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2025-10/
privacy-pia-dhsuscis006d-save-october2025%20
%28002%29.pdf. 

19	 U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, “SAVE Agency 
Search Tool,” last accessed March 1, 2026, https://www.
uscis.gov/save/about-save/save-agency-search-tool. 

20	USA.gov, “State and local elections,” last updated 
February 12, 2026, https://www.usa.gov/state-local-
elections. 

21	 U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, “SAVE Agency 
Search Tool,” last accessed: March 1, 2026, https://
www.uscis.gov/save/about-save/save-agency-search-
tool?/views/ajax?topic_id=election&items_per_
page=10&page=1.

22	U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, “SAVE Airport 
Operator Fact Sheet,” last accessed March 25, 2026, 
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/
fact-sheets/AtaGlance-AirportOperatorRegistrationFact
Sheet.pdf.

23	7 C.F.R. § 272.11 (2026). https://www.ecfr.gov/current/
title-7/subtitle-B/chapter-II/subchapter-C/part-272/
section-272.11 

24	Ibid.

25	Ruth Ellen Wasem, “Unauthorized Aliens’ Access to 
Federal Benefits: Policy and Issues,” Congressional 
Research Services, September 17, 2012,  https://
tracreports.org/tracker/dynadata/2012_10/RL34500.pdf. 

26	U.S. Department of Homeland Security, “Privacy Impact 
Assessment for the Systematic Alien Verification for 
Entitlements ‘SAVE’ Program,” October 31, 2025, page 
17, https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2025-10/
privacy-pia-dhsuscis006d-save-october2025%20
%28002%29.pdf.

27	 Ibid 7.

28	Ibid 8.

29	U.S. Department of Homeland Security, “Privacy Impact 
Assessment for the Systematic Alien Verification for 
Entitlements ‘SAVE’ Program,” October 31, 2025, page 
8, https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2025-10/
privacy-pia-dhsuscis006d-save-october2025%20
%28002%29.pdf.

30	Government Accountability Office, “IMMIGRATION 
STATUS VERIFICATION FOR BENEFITS Actions Needed 
to Improve Effectiveness and Oversight,” March 2017, 
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-17-204.pdf. 

31	 U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, “SAVE 
User Reference Guide,” last updated: January 13, 2026, 
https://www.uscis.gov/book/export/html/99415. 

32	U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, “SAVE 
Training For Benefit Applicants,” August 4, 2025, 4:15, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UX5lzaecUF4. Unique 
numeric identifier includes a USCIS A-Number, Form I-94 
Arrival/Departure Record Number, Student and Exchange 
Visitor Information System (SEVIS) ID Number, an unexpired 
foreign passport number, naturalized/citizenship certificate 
number, Card I-797 Receipt Number, a visa number, or a social 
security number.

33	Ibid 33.

34	U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, “SAVE 
Training For Benefit Applicants,” August 4, 2025, 5:46, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UX5lzaecUF4.

35	U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, “Guide to 
Understanding SAVE Verification Responses,“ April 2022, 
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/
guides/SAVE-Guide%20to%20Understanding%20
SAVE%20Verification%20Responses.pdf.

36	U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, “Updated 
Guide to Understanding SAVE Verification Responses,” 
Last Updated: July 30, 2025, https://www.uscis.gov/
save/current-user-agencies/news-alerts/updated-
guide-to-understanding-save-verification-responses. 

ENDNOTES

Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements (SAVE): An Overview | American Immigration Council | April 2026

7

https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2025-10/privacy-pia-dhsuscis006d-save-october2025%20%28002%29.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2025-10/privacy-pia-dhsuscis006d-save-october2025%20%28002%29.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2025-10/privacy-pia-dhsuscis006d-save-october2025%20%28002%29.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/save/about-save/save-agency-search-tool
https://www.uscis.gov/save/about-save/save-agency-search-tool
http://USA.gov
https://www.usa.gov/state-local-elections
https://www.usa.gov/state-local-elections
https://www.uscis.gov/save/about-save/save-agency-search-tool?/views/ajax?topic_id=election&items_per_page=10&page=1
https://www.uscis.gov/save/about-save/save-agency-search-tool?/views/ajax?topic_id=election&items_per_page=10&page=1
https://www.uscis.gov/save/about-save/save-agency-search-tool?/views/ajax?topic_id=election&items_per_page=10&page=1
https://www.uscis.gov/save/about-save/save-agency-search-tool?/views/ajax?topic_id=election&items_per_page=10&page=1
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/fact-sheets/AtaGlance-AirportOperatorRegistrationFactSheet.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/fact-sheets/AtaGlance-AirportOperatorRegistrationFactSheet.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/fact-sheets/AtaGlance-AirportOperatorRegistrationFactSheet.pdf
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-7/subtitle-B/chapter-II/subchapter-C/part-272/section-272.11
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-7/subtitle-B/chapter-II/subchapter-C/part-272/section-272.11
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-7/subtitle-B/chapter-II/subchapter-C/part-272/section-272.11
https://tracreports.org/tracker/dynadata/2012_10/RL34500.pdf
https://tracreports.org/tracker/dynadata/2012_10/RL34500.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2025-10/privacy-pia-dhsuscis006d-save-october2025%20%28002%29.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2025-10/privacy-pia-dhsuscis006d-save-october2025%20%28002%29.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2025-10/privacy-pia-dhsuscis006d-save-october2025%20%28002%29.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2025-10/privacy-pia-dhsuscis006d-save-october2025%20%28002%29.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2025-10/privacy-pia-dhsuscis006d-save-october2025%20%28002%29.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2025-10/privacy-pia-dhsuscis006d-save-october2025%20%28002%29.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-17-204.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-17-204.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/book/export/html/99415
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UX5lzaecUF4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UX5lzaecUF4
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/guides/SAVE-Guide%20to%20Understanding%20SAVE%20Verification%20Responses.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/guides/SAVE-Guide%20to%20Understanding%20SAVE%20Verification%20Responses.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/guides/SAVE-Guide%20to%20Understanding%20SAVE%20Verification%20Responses.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/save/current-user-agencies/news-alerts/updated-guide-to-understanding-save-verification-responses
https://www.uscis.gov/save/current-user-agencies/news-alerts/updated-guide-to-understanding-save-verification-responses
https://www.uscis.gov/save/current-user-agencies/news-alerts/updated-guide-to-understanding-save-verification-responses


37	 U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, “SAVE 
Training For Benefit Applicants,” August 4, 2025, 5:46, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UX5lzaecUF4.

38	U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, “SAVE 
Verification Response Time,” last updated March 11, 
2026, https://www.uscis.gov/save/about-save/save-
verification-response-time. 

39	Ibid.

40	U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, “Guide to 
Understanding SAVE Verification Responses,” April 2022, 
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/
guides/SAVE-Guide%20to%20Understanding%20
SAVE%20Verification%20Responses.pdf. 

41	 U.S. Government Accountability Office, Immigration 
Status Verification For Immigrants: Actions Needed to 
Improve Effectiveness and Oversight, March 2017, 15, 
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-17-204.pdf. 

42	Ibid 16.

43	U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, “Guide to 
Understanding SAVE Verification Responses,” April 2022, 
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/
guides/SAVE-Guide%20to%20Understanding%20
SAVE%20Verification%20Responses.pdf. 

44	U.S. Department of Homeland Security, “Privacy Impact 
Assessment for the Systematic Alien Verification for 
Entitlements ‘SAVE’ Program,” October 31, 2025, https://
www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2025-10/privacy-pia-
dhsuscis006d-save-october2025%20%28002%29.pdf. 

45	 Ibid.

46	U.S. Department of Homeland Security, “Privacy Impact 
Assessment for the Systematic Alien Verification for 
Entitlements ‘SAVE’ Program,” October 31, 2025, Page 
18-19, https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2025-10/
privacy-pia-dhsuscis006d-save-october2025%20
%28002%29.pdf. 

47	 Ibid 19.

48	Ibid 16.

49	Ibid 21.

50	Ibid 17.

51	 Ibid 18.

52	Ibid 18.

53	Ibid 20.

54	Ibid 21.

55	Government Accountability Office, “IMMIGRATION 
STATUS VERIFICATION FOR BENEFITS: Actions Needed 
to Improve Effectiveness and Oversight,” March 2017, 
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-17-204-highlights.pdf. 

56	U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, 
“Privacy Act of 1974; System of Records,” October 
31, 2025 https://www.regulations.gov/document/
USCIS-2025-0337-0002/comment. 

57	 Adam Smith, “Americans overwhelmingly reject 
Trump-Vance administration’s illegal national 
citizenship database,” Citizens for Responsibility and 
Ethics in Washington, December 8, 2025, https://www.
citizensforethics.org/reports-investigations/crew-
reports/americans-overwhelmingly-reject-trump-vance-
administrations-illegal-national-citizenship-database/.  

58	Federal Register, “Privacy Act of 1974; System of 
Records,” October 31, 2025, https://www.federalregister.
gov/documents/2025/10/31/2025-19735/privacy-act-of-
1974-system-of-records. 

59	Pablo Manríquez, “NEWS: DHS Expands Migrant 
Database to Screen U.S. Citizens,”  Migrant Insider, 
December 2, 2025, https://migrantinsider.com/p/news-
dhs-expands-migrant-database. 

ENDNOTES

Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements (SAVE): An Overview | American Immigration Council | April 2026

8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UX5lzaecUF4
https://www.uscis.gov/save/about-save/save-verification-response-time
https://www.uscis.gov/save/about-save/save-verification-response-time
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/guides/SAVE-Guide%20to%20Understanding%20SAVE%20Verification%20Responses.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/guides/SAVE-Guide%20to%20Understanding%20SAVE%20Verification%20Responses.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/guides/SAVE-Guide%20to%20Understanding%20SAVE%20Verification%20Responses.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-17-204.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/guides/SAVE-Guide%20to%20Understanding%20SAVE%20Verification%20Responses.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/guides/SAVE-Guide%20to%20Understanding%20SAVE%20Verification%20Responses.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/guides/SAVE-Guide%20to%20Understanding%20SAVE%20Verification%20Responses.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2025-10/privacy-pia-dhsuscis006d-save-october2025%20%28002%29.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2025-10/privacy-pia-dhsuscis006d-save-october2025%20%28002%29.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2025-10/privacy-pia-dhsuscis006d-save-october2025%20%28002%29.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/11/20/2019-25288/agreement-between-the-government-of-the-united-states-of-america-and-the-government-of-the-republic
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2025-10/privacy-pia-dhsuscis006d-save-october2025%20%28002%29.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2025-10/privacy-pia-dhsuscis006d-save-october2025%20%28002%29.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2025-10/privacy-pia-dhsuscis006d-save-october2025%20%28002%29.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-17-204-highlights.pdf
https://www.regulations.gov/document/USCIS-2025-0337-0002/comment
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/09/03/2025-16808/agreement-between-the-government-of-the-united-states-of-america-and-the-government-of-the-republic
https://www.regulations.gov/document/USCIS-2025-0337-0002/comment
https://www.regulations.gov/document/USCIS-2025-0337-0002/comment
https://www.citizensforethics.org/reports-investigations/crew-reports/americans-overwhelmingly-reject-trump-vance-administrations-illegal-national-citizenship-database/
https://www.citizensforethics.org/reports-investigations/crew-reports/americans-overwhelmingly-reject-trump-vance-administrations-illegal-national-citizenship-database/
https://www.citizensforethics.org/reports-investigations/crew-reports/americans-overwhelmingly-reject-trump-vance-administrations-illegal-national-citizenship-database/
https://www.citizensforethics.org/reports-investigations/crew-reports/americans-overwhelmingly-reject-trump-vance-administrations-illegal-national-citizenship-database/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/10/31/2025-19735/privacy-act-of-1974-system-of-records
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/10/31/2025-19735/privacy-act-of-1974-system-of-records
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/10/31/2025-19735/privacy-act-of-1974-system-of-records
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/10/31/2025-19735/privacy-act-of-1974-system-of-records
https://migrantinsider.com/p/news-dhs-expands-migrant-database
https://migrantinsider.com/p/news-dhs-expands-migrant-database
https://migrantinsider.com/p/news-dhs-expands-migrant-database


ENDNOTES

60	Jude Joffe-Block, “Trump's SAVE tool is looking for 
noncitizen voters. But it's flagging U.S. citizens too,”  NPR, 
December 10, 2025, https://www.npr.org/2025/12/10/nx-
s1-5588384/save-voting-data-us-citizens. 

61	 U.S. Department of Justice, “SAVE Letter,”  June 11, 2012, 
https://embed.documentcloud.org/documents/805150-
us-dep-of-justice-save-letter-1/. 

62	Florida Department of State, “U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security Agrees to Terms with Florida 
Department of State Over Legal Status Checks of 
Potential Non-Citizen Voters,”  August 16, 2012, https://
dos.fl.gov/communications/press-releases/2012/us-
department-of-homeland-security-agrees-to-terms-
with-florida-department-of-state-over-legal-status-
checks-of-potential-non-citizen-voters/. 

63	Arcia v. Florida Secretary of State, 1:12-cv-22282, (S.D. Fla. 
Jun 19, 2012) ECF No. 1; Brian Tashman, “Trump Disbands 
Sham Election Commission, but Wants Homeland 
Security to Continue Dirty Work of Voter Suppression,”  
American Civil Liberties Union, January 4, 2018, https://
www.aclu.org/news/voting-rights/trump-disbands-
sham-election-commission-wants-homeland. 

64	Jen Fifield and Zach Despart, “A federal tool to check 
voter citizenship keeps making mistakes. It led to 
confusion in Texas,” The Texas Tribune & ProPublica, 
February 13, 2026, https://www.texastribune.
org/2026/02/13/save-voter-citizenship-tool-mistakes-
confusion/. 

65	Ibid.

66	Election Systems & Software, “Elections in America, by 
the Numbers,” September 7, 2023, https://www.essvote.
com/blog/our-customers/elections-in-america-by-the-
numbers/. 

67	 The Center for Public Integrity, “America scrubs millions 
from the voter rolls. Is it fair?,”  August 22, 2016, https://
publicintegrity.org/accountability/america-scrubs-
millions-from-the-voter-rolls-is-it-fair/. 

68	Billal Rahman, “USCIS Expands Tools To Help States 
Verify Voter Citizenship,” Newsweek, November 4, 2025, 
https://www.newsweek.com/uscis-tools-verification-
voter-citizenship-10987681. 

69	Jude Joffe-Block, “Democratic senators raise concerns 
about a new Trump citizenship data system,” NPR, Last 
Updated: July 17, 2025, https://www.npr.org/2025/07/16/
nx-s1-5469815/democrats-citizenship-trump-privacy-
voting-database. 

70	Abby Vesoluis and Ari Berman, “New Docs Show 
DHS Gathering Driver’s License Data in Voter Fraud 
Crusade,” Mother Jones, November 14, 2025, https://
www.motherjones.com/politics/2025/11/dhs-gathering-
drivers-license-save-voter-fraud-crusade/. 

71	 John Sherman, “Re: Application for Records and 
Testimony of a Social Security Administration (SSA) 
Employee in a Federal Civil Case, Mi Familia Vota, et 
al. v. Adrian Fontes, in his official capacity as Arizona 
Secretary of State, et al., 22-cv-509 et al. (consolidated) 
(D. AZ),” SOCIAL SECURITY Office of the General Counsel Office 
of General Law, July 13, 2023, pg. 2, https://perma.cc/
KS2N-U2US.

72	 Compl., League of Women Voters v. U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security, 1:25-cv-03051-SLS, (United States 
District Court for the District of Columbia 9/30/2025). 
https://www.citizensforethics.org/wp-content/
uploads/2025/09/LWV-V.-DHS-Complaint-as-
filed-9-30-25_Redacted.pdf. 

Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements (SAVE): An Overview | American Immigration Council | April 2026

9

https://www.npr.org/2025/12/10/nx-s1-5588384/save-voting-data-us-citizens
https://www.npr.org/2025/12/10/nx-s1-5588384/save-voting-data-us-citizens
https://www.npr.org/2025/12/10/nx-s1-5588384/save-voting-data-us-citizens
https://embed.documentcloud.org/documents/805150-us-dep-of-justice-save-letter-1/
https://embed.documentcloud.org/documents/805150-us-dep-of-justice-save-letter-1/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/03/28/2023-06351/implementation-of-the-2022-additional-protocol-to-the-2002-us-canada-agreement-for-cooperation-in
https://dos.fl.gov/communications/press-releases/2012/us-department-of-homeland-security-agrees-to-terms-with-florida-department-of-state-over-legal-status-checks-of-potential-non-citizen-voters/
https://dos.fl.gov/communications/press-releases/2012/us-department-of-homeland-security-agrees-to-terms-with-florida-department-of-state-over-legal-status-checks-of-potential-non-citizen-voters/
https://dos.fl.gov/communications/press-releases/2012/us-department-of-homeland-security-agrees-to-terms-with-florida-department-of-state-over-legal-status-checks-of-potential-non-citizen-voters/
https://www.aclu.org/news/voting-rights/trump-disbands-sham-election-commission-wants-homeland
https://www.aclu.org/news/voting-rights/trump-disbands-sham-election-commission-wants-homeland
https://www.aclu.org/news/voting-rights/trump-disbands-sham-election-commission-wants-homeland
https://www.aclu.org/news/voting-rights/trump-disbands-sham-election-commission-wants-homeland
https://www.texastribune.org/2026/02/13/save-voter-citizenship-tool-mistakes-confusion/
https://www.texastribune.org/2026/02/13/save-voter-citizenship-tool-mistakes-confusion/
https://www.texastribune.org/2026/02/13/save-voter-citizenship-tool-mistakes-confusion/
https://www.ilrc.org/resources/community/qualifying-protection-under-convention-against-torture
https://www.essvote.com/blog/our-customers/elections-in-america-by-the-numbers/
https://www.essvote.com/blog/our-customers/elections-in-america-by-the-numbers/
https://www.essvote.com/blog/our-customers/elections-in-america-by-the-numbers/
https://publicintegrity.org/accountability/america-scrubs-millions-from-the-voter-rolls-is-it-fair/
https://publicintegrity.org/accountability/america-scrubs-millions-from-the-voter-rolls-is-it-fair/
https://publicintegrity.org/accountability/america-scrubs-millions-from-the-voter-rolls-is-it-fair/
https://publicintegrity.org/accountability/america-scrubs-millions-from-the-voter-rolls-is-it-fair/
https://www.newsweek.com/uscis-tools-verification-voter-citizenship-10987681
https://www.newsweek.com/uscis-tools-verification-voter-citizenship-10987681
https://www.npr.org/2025/07/16/nx-s1-5469815/democrats-citizenship-trump-privacy-voting-database
https://www.npr.org/2025/07/16/nx-s1-5469815/democrats-citizenship-trump-privacy-voting-database
https://www.npr.org/2025/07/16/nx-s1-5469815/democrats-citizenship-trump-privacy-voting-database
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2025/11/dhs-gathering-drivers-license-save-voter-fraud-crusade/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2025/11/dhs-gathering-drivers-license-save-voter-fraud-crusade/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2025/11/dhs-gathering-drivers-license-save-voter-fraud-crusade/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2025/11/dhs-gathering-drivers-license-save-voter-fraud-crusade/
https://perma.cc/KS2N-U2US
https://perma.cc/KS2N-U2US
https://www.citizensforethics.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/LWV-V.-DHS-Complaint-as-filed-9-30-25_Redacted.pdf
https://www.citizensforethics.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/LWV-V.-DHS-Complaint-as-filed-9-30-25_Redacted.pdf
https://www.citizensforethics.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/LWV-V.-DHS-Complaint-as-filed-9-30-25_Redacted.pdf

