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Spending Power & Tax Contributions in the City of Toledo (Continued)

Immigrants in the city also supported federal social programs. In 2017, they
contributed $20.9M to Social Security and $5.1M to Medicare.

SOCIAL SECURITY
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Immigrants tended to work in these occupations in the city in 2017:

13.6%
Food preparers
& servers

9.2%

Despite making up 3.7% of the
population, immigrants made up
an outsize 5.8% of the business
owners in the city in 2017.

- 5.8%

Share of entre-
preneurs who were
foreign-born in 2017.

Educators, trainers,

& library workers

54.9%
Other
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Office &
administrative
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Share of the city’s population aged 25 or older that held
a bachelor’s degree or higher in 2017:
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Share of the city’s population aged 25 or older that held
an advanced degree in 2017:
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1,900

students enrolled in colleges
and universities in the city during
the fall of 2015 were temporary
residents.®

In 2017,

92.2%

of immigrant
households in
the city owned
their own homes,
compared to

91.6%

of US.-born
households.

4,379 immigrants

in the city were naturalized
citizens.

Nationally, 49.4% of all immigrants
are naturalized.

648

local jobs were supported by
international students.

The total property value of
immigrant households:

$241.6M

Their total annual
rent paid:

$14.5M

42.5%

Naturalized

32.2%
Not Eligible

$60.1M

was spent by international
students in the 2017-18
academic year.®

F - 6.9%

Share of the foreign-
born population who
were likely refugees
in 2017

2,31 5 immigrants in the city

. were likely eligible for naturalization.

3,31 5 immigrants in the city

were likely ineligible to naturalize.




SPOTLIGHT ON

SPOTLIGHT ON

Charlotte Dymarkowski

PRESIDENT/CEO FOUNDATION STEEL

Charlotte Dymarkowski comes from a long line of Ohioans.
Born and raised in Toledo, she married a third-generation
Ohioan and remained loyal to her hometown, launching her
business here in 2008. Foundation Steel has since grown into
one of Ohio’s largest steel erectors with more than 300 projects
under development.

Throughout the company’s growth, one thing has been clear:
Dumarkowski could not succeed without immigrant help.
“Finding qualified labor is very hard,” she says.

Foundation Steel lays heavy steel, rebar, and post tensioning
for bridges, apartment buildings, schools, and more. It has 225
employees. Only 29 work in the office. The rest are ironworkers,
men and women who spend their days outside hefting steel. “It’s
backbreaking work,” says Dymarkowski. “And they’re working in
the heat of the day, and in winter cold.”

These are union jobs. Journeymen ironworkers make $30.38

an hour, plus benefits, and receive on-the-job training. Still, it is
not easy to find good help. Without immigrant labor to fill the gaps,
Dymarkowski says Foundation Steel could not have expanded.
Between 10 and 15 percent of her ironworkers are immigrants.

“The more jobs we get, the more people we can hire. As we get more projects,
we're pouring more money into the economy,” she says. “And our workers are
making greater than the living wage, so they also pour money into the economy.”

To help her Spanish speakers, Dymarkowski has teamed with the county library to offer
her employees English as a Second Language courses. “| don’t want them to be pigeon-
holed into being in crews when some of them have the ability to be in leadership positions.”

Dymarkowski, who also serves on the Lucas County Workforce Development Board, said
her experience mirrors those of other Ohio construction companies, who depend on
immigrant workers and are concerned about maintaining access to their labor.

“We need to know how we can help our workforce stay legal in the United States, how
we can help them thrive, and how we can increase our workforce,” Dymarkowski says
“Because everybody’s got the same issue: a labor shortage.”
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Spending Power & Tax Contributions in Lucas County
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