New Americans in the Akron-Canton Region

A Snapshot of the Demographic and Economic Contributions of Immigrants' in the Region?

POPULATION

58,400

the number of immigrants
living in the Akron-Canton
region in Ohio, in 20233

DEMOGRAPHICS

3.8%

Immigrant share of the
total population in the
region in 2023.

While the total population of
the region remained constant
between 2018 and 2023, the
immigrant population increased
from 52,500 to 58,400, or

Y 11.4%

Without immigrants moving to
the region, the total population
would have decreased by

!

' 57%

of households*in the
Akron-Canton region in
2023 included at least
one immigrant.

In the region, immigrants were 21.6%

» 17.4%

of immigrants in the
region were recent arrivals,
with five years of residency

in the United States or less.

more likely to be of working age than
their U.S.-born counterparts, allowing

U.S.-born

W) 82.6%

of immigrants in the
region had resided in the
United States for more
than five years.

Share of population by age:®

Immigrants

»
>

them to actively participate in the labor
force and contribute to the economy as
taxpayers and consumers.® 61.3%
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DEMOGRAPHICS (CONTINUED)

The top languages spoken at home other
than English among immigrants in 2023:

@ spanish ... 1n.7%
O Nepalio.oooo i 9.3%

ArabiC.....oouiii 4.8%
4 Chinese........coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii, 4.2%
5 Filipino,Tagalog..........cociviiiiiiaa... 2.6%

IMMIGRANTS WITH LIMITED ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY

9,200 N
Share of the region’s immigrant

|mm|grant§ living |r? the Akron-' 15 9% ............ population who had limited English
Canton region had limited English proficiency.’

language proficiency.

Among those with limited English language proficiency, the top languages spoken
at home other than English were Nepali (25.9%) and Spanish (18.6%).

SPENDING POWER AND TAX CONTRIBUTIONS

Immigrants in the Akron-Canton region paid a significant amount in federal, state, and local
taxes, including property, sales, and excise taxes levied by state and local governments.

In 2023, immigrant households in the Akron-Canton region earned $2.5B.

— ~~~~~~~~~ $446.0M went to federal taxes®
~~~~~~~~~ $227.5M went to state and local taxes®

$1 .8 B In 2023, immigrants in the region contributed

$5.0 billion to the region’s gross domestic

was left in spending power
P &P product (GDP), or 5.0% of total GDP for that year.”
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SPENDING POWER AND TAX CONTRIBUTIONS (CONTINUED)

Immigrants in the region also supported federal social programs. In
2023, they contributed $218.8 million to Social Security and $63.4
million to Medicare.

In 2023, about 68.4% of U.S.-born residents had private healthcare coverage, while 38.8%
had public healthcare coverage. Approximately 6.1% of U.S.-born residents did not have
health insurance.”

In 2023, about 59.7% of immigrants had private healthcare coverage, while 36.0% had public
healthcare coverage. About 12.8% of immigrants did not have health insurance.

Private healthcare coverage

U.S.-born - 68.4%

Immigrants - 59.7%

Public healthcare coverage

U.S.-born - 38.8%

Immigrants - 36.0%

Uninsured

U.S.-born - 6.1%

Immigrants - 12.8%

35.9% of immigrants received Medicare or Medicaid in 2023, compared with 38.2% of U.S.-
born residents.

Medicare or Medicaid

U.S.-born - 38.2%

Immigrants - 35.9%
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WORKFORCE

Although immigrants made up 3.8%

of the Akron-Canton region’s total
population in 2023, they represented
4.6% of its working age population, 4.3%
of its employed labor force, and 8.7%

of its workers in science, technology,
engineering, and math (STEM) fields.”

Immigrant shares of the...

Population 3.8%

Working age population 4.6%

Employed labor force 4.3%

STEM workers 8.7%

Immigrants play a critical
role in our workforce by
helping companies keep
jobs on U.S. soil. Our research
shows that immigrants
living in the Akron-Canton
region helped create or
preserve approximately
2,700 manufacturing jobs
that would have otherwise
been eliminated or moved
elsewhere by 2023."

Immigrants in the region were

21.6%

more likely to be of working age than
their U.S.-born counterparts.

Immigrants played a critical role in several
key industries in the region. The immigrant
share of workers was highest in the
following industries:

—_

Manufacturing - 6.0%

Transportation and Warehousing - 5.9%
General Services™ - 5.6%

Education - 5.0%

Professional Services" - 4.5%
Hospitality - 4.4%

Health Care and Social Assistance - 3.7%
Construction - 3.1%

Retail Trade - 2.9%

10. Finance - 2.6%

© 0N OGO N ®D

Immigrant workers were concentrated in
the following occupations:

Hand Laborers and Freight, Stock, and
Material Movers - 3.8%

2. Postsecondary Teachers - 3.5%

3. Miscellaneous Production Workers,
including Equipment Operators and
Tenders - 3.2%

4. Other Managers - 2.8%




New Americans in the Akron-Canton Region

Spotlight: Job Demand in Akron-Canton in 2024

Not only were immigrants more likely to be of working age than the U.S.-born, but they were also a
crucial part of the region’s economy, and helped meet the needs of its fastest growing and most in-

demand fields.”®

The top in-demand jobs in the region, by
number of job postings, were:

1. Registered Nurses: 11,300
Retail Salespersons: 5,600
Heavy and Tractor-Trailer Truck Drivers: 4,800

H 0w

First-Line Supervisors of Retail Sales
Workers: 3,500

5. Hand Laborers and Freight, Stock, and
Material Movers: 3,300

The top in-demand industries in the region, by
number of job postings were:

1. Health Care and Social Assistance: 30,800

2. Administrative and Support, Waste
Management, and Remediation Services:
24,000

3. Retail Trade: 18,400
Manufacturing: 14,800

5. Accommodation and Food Services: 8,700

Immigrants help fill many high-demand roles, especially as the need for bilingual and

culturally competent workers increases.

The top five industries with the highest
demand for bilingual workers by number of
job postings:”

1. Retail Trade

2. Administrative and Support and Waste
Management and Remediation Services

3. Manufacturing
Finance and Insurance

5. Health Care and Social Assistance

The top five occupations with the highest
demand for bilingual workers by number of
job postings:

—_

Retail Salespersons
Customer Service Representatives

Interpreters and Translators

Eal A

Secondary School Teachers, Except Special
and Career/Technical Education

5. First-Line Supervisors of Retail Sales
Workers
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ENTREPRENEURSHIP

In 2023, 3,800 immigrant my
entrepreneurs generated

$166.9M

in business income in the
Akron-Canton region.

S5.7%

Immigrants were

more likely to be an
entrepreneur than their
U.S.-born counterparts.

EDUCATION

Immigrants represented 5.7% of the
"""""" business owners in the region despite
making up 3.8% of the population

11.8% of immigrants worked

for their own businesses, while
8.7% of the U.S.-born population
were entrepreneurs.”®

Share of the region’s population aged 25 or above
with less than a high school education in 2023:

Less than a

o oy 1 9 . 5 %

education . .
of immigrants

Share of the region’s population aged 25 or above
with a bachelor’s degree or higher in 2023:

.................. 30.0%

of U.S.-born

........ 41.0%

of immigrants

Bachelor’s
degree or
higher

Share of the region’s population aged 25 or above
with at least a high school education or some college
in 2023:

................ . 92.5%

of U.S.-born

....... N 80.5%

of immigrants

High school
or some
college

Share of the region’s population aged 25 or above
with an advanced degree in 2023:

\ ............. 10.-8%
e 18 A%

of immigrants
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SPOTLIGHT

University Population

In fall 2023, 3,089 students™ enrolled in
colleges and universities in the Akron-Canton
region were temporary U.S. residents.?®

The universities with the largest
international student populations were:

1. Kent State University at Kent
(2,076 international students)

2. University of Akron Main Campus
(522 international students)

3. The College of Wooster
(266 international students)

The breakdown of international students
is as follows:

1. 1,130 full-time undergraduate students
1,546 full-time graduate students
216 part-time undergraduate students

Eal A

197 part-time graduate students

In the 2022-2023 academic year, 213
bachelor's and advanced degrees were
awarded to international students with a
primary major in a STEM field, and 4 degrees
were awarded to international students with a
secondary major in a STEM field.

International students supported 849 jobs
in the region and these students contributed
$104.7 million in spending to the region
during the 2023-24 academic year through
tuition, housing, goods and services, and
entertainment purchases.?

HOUSING

In 2023,

99.7%

of immigrant households in the region
owned their own homes, compared to 71.4%
of U.S-born households.

In 2023, the total property value of
immigrant households was

$4.5B

In 2023,

40.3%

of immigrant households in the region were
renters. Their total annual rent paid was

$102.5M

Immigrants in the Akron-Canton
region live in...

M Houses (17,100, or 70.5%)
[l Apartments (6,900, or 28.5%)

Other types of housing?® (8,600, or 1.0%)
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NATURALIZATION

In 2023, Naturalization rate in the Akron-Canton region in 2023

57.5% 26.1%

Not yet eligible to naturalize
(15,300 immigrants)

16.4%

Likely eligible to naturalize
(9,600 immigrants)

of immigrants in the Akron-Canton region
were naturalized U.S. citizens.?® This
represents a total of 33,600 immigrants.

57.5%

Naturalized

REFUGEES

5,900 immigrants, or 10.1% of In 2023, refugee households? in the region
the immigrant population in the earned: $174.3M.
Akron-Canton region, were likely

24 ; 25
refugees In 2023. B $22.5M went to federal taxes?

M $17.2M went to state and local taxes?®

8 1 4 O/ $134.5M was left in spending power
. (0

of refugees were naturalized U.S. citizens.

UNDOCUMENTED IMMIGRANTS

In 2023, undocumented immigrant households®*® earned $156.7 million.

Undocumented
immigrant workers were
concentrated the most
in the Manufacturing
industry (30.0%).

B $27.0M went to federal taxes®
M $13.4M went to state and local taxes

$116.3M was left in spending power
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H-1B AND H-2B VISAS

718

H-1B visas were
certified?®® in the Akron-
Canton region during
Fiscal Year 2023.

935

H-2B visas were
certified®° in the Akron-
Canton region during
Fiscal Year 2023.

The top occupations among certified H-1B

visa applicatio

ns were:

Other
418

# of
certifications
© software DeVEIOPErS ..ot 184
® software Quality Assurance Analysts and Testers 62
9 Mechanical Engineers ............oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinan. 54
The top occupations among certified H-2B
visa applications were:
Other
346
# of
certifications
@ Landscaping and Groundskeeping Workers................ 71
© Fast Food and Counter Workers ............................ 96
© Helpers - Roofers 26
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New Americans in the Akron Region

A Snapshot of the Demographic and Economic Contributions of Immigrants® in the Region®?

POPULATION

45,600 o)
the number of immigrants

living in the Akron region 5 2 O/
in Ohio, in 2023.3 . o

Immigrant share of the
total population in the
region in 2023.

SPENDING POWER AND TAX CONTRIBUTIONS

While the total population
of the region increased by
0.1 percent between 2018
and 2023, the immigrant
population increased by

» 14.8%

Without immigrants moving to
the region, the total population
would have decreased by

" 0.6%

Immigrants paid a significant amount in federal, state, and local taxes, including property,
sales, and excise taxes levied by state and local governments.

In 2023, immigrant households®* in the Akron region earned $2.0B.
— ~~~~~~~~~ $364.7M went to federal taxes®*
~~~~~~~~~~ $182.7M went to state and local taxes®*

$1-SB This means that immigrant
was left in spending power households held 5.6% of all
spending power in the region.

10
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New Americans in the Canton Region

A Snapshot of the Demographic and Economic Contributions of Immigrants® in the Region3®

POPULATION

12,800 .

the number of immigrants

While the total population
of the region decreased by
-0.2 percent between 2018
and 2023, the immigrant

living in the Canton region 2 O 0/0 population increased by
[ ]

in Ohio, in 2023.%°

. 0.7%

Immigrant share of the
total population in the
region in 2023.

SPENDING POWER AND TAX CONTRIBUTIONS

Immigrants paid a significant amount in federal, state, and local taxes, including property,
sales, and excise taxes levied by state and local governments.

In 2023, immigrant households*® in the Canton region earned $480.3M.

$354.2M

was left in spending power

$81.3M went to federal taxes*

$44.8M went to state and local taxes*?

This means that immigrant
households held 2.2% of all
spending power in the region.
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Estimates provided in this report may slightly
undercount the immigrant population. The American
Community Survey historically under-samples the
immigrant population, especially among lower
income, more recently arrived, and less English-fluent
immigrant populations.

Unless otherwise specified, data comes from 3-year
samples of the American Community Survey from
2016-2018 and 2021-2023 and figures refer to a region
defined by Stark, Wayne, Holmes, Carroll, Tuscarawas,
Portage, Summit, and Medina counties, Ohio.

We define “immigrant” as any non-citizen or any
naturalized U.S. citizen. They include naturalized
citizens, green card holders, temporary visa holders,
refugees, asylees, and undocumented immigrants,
among others.

Immigrant households refer to those with an
immigrant as head of the unit.

We define working age as 16-64 years of age.
Totals may not add up to 100 percent due to rounding.

For the purpose of this report, we define people with
limited English language proficiency as those who do
not speak English at all or do not speak English
fluently.
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whopays.

These figures derive from our calculations based on
immigrants’ share of wage income and self-
employment income in the 3-year ACS sample from
2023 and the statistics of GDP from the U.S. Bureau of
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healthcare coverage.
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or expertise in science, technology, engineering, and/
or math.
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maintenance), religious organizations, social services,
and labor unions.
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professions that require a degree or a license, such as
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Americas Society/ Council of the Americas and New
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newamericaneconomy.org/wp-content/
uploads/2013/09/revival-of-american-cities.pdf.

Data is obtained from Lightcast Technologies for the
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31,2024. Accessed on February 7, 2025.

Data is obtained from Lightcast Technologies for the
time period between January 1, 2024, and December
31,2024. Accessed on February 7, 2025.
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a single-family home or multi-family building.

Naturalization is the process through which one can
become a U.S. citizen, dependent on certain eligibility
requirements. Learn more here: https://www.
americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/how-
united-states-immigration-system-works.

Refugees are admitted to the United States based
upon an inability to return to their home countries
because of a “well-founded fear of persecution” due to
their race, membership in a particular social group,
political opinion, religion, or national origin. Learn
more here: https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.
org/research/how-united-states-immigration-system-
works.
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